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Inclination. These "guilds" were created by the Emperor Birnbisara
who, on that   account   was   nicknamed   "Shrenika" ( builder   of

guilds) In about 600 B. C

Commensality and interconnubium prevailed among persons
belonging io the same religion, class, or "guild,'3 This does not
mean that disorder and confusion were In full swing. It only
means that no body objected to, or censured persons who Inter-
married and believed in commensality. Generally marriages took
place between persons who were intellectually and morally, and
sometimes materially, on the same level, no matter to whatever
class, religion, or guild they belonged48. Even distances of each
other's native places did not matter. One law was rigorously observed:
persons belonging to the same clan or persons in whose veins
flowed the same type of blood, die! not marry49. For instance the
group of Kshatriyas named Samviijis, was divided into eighteen
clans ( Lichhavi, Gnat? Malla etc.). A Kshatriya belonging to the
Lichhavi clan could marry a girl of the Gnat clan, but lie could
not a marry a girl belonging to his own clan. That persons belonging
to different classes and guilds could intermarry is certain because
emperor Birnbisara ( Shretiika ), the originator of the guilds system,
himself gave his daughters in marriage to Vaishyas and Shudras,
even though he was a Kshatriya50; and had himself married with
girls belonging to the Vaishya class5\ This freedom about marriages
had not a long life to live. The Brahmins soon asserted their
superiority, and being religious preachers* fixed in the minds of
the people that to intermarry among the four classes was a sin*

(43) A change came over the mentality of the people during the interval
of time between Emperor Chandragupta and Emperor Asoka, Sea further on
In this book,

(49)  Chefaka, king of VaisaHi.J^

to kings of very distant countries, (for further information vide   tha - chapter.

on " Vaisali co tin try ** ).

(50)  His daughter named Manorarua was   married  to   a  member of the
Vaishya class named Dhatma, His other daughter  was  married  to a  Siradra

(SI) Hi's own queen tod the mother of his son* Abhayakumar,  who was

also his prime miaister* vas the daughter of a